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Shying at Utopia.
t'omment on President Wi'.son's peace

ipeech by newspapers frier.diy to the Ad¬

ministration has heen exceedinply wary.

Kcw have \cr.turcd to rii.--cu.ss, even in the

\aguest way. the terms on which .\mcri-
can mediation is to be soupht and the prin¬
ciples whiah must be aeeepted by the bel-

iipcrent*, if the United States is to par-

ticipate in a peneral peace settlement.
This shyneaa is natural, since most of the

President's supporters have been acclaim-

ing it as his preatest achievement that he

has kept this country 9*A of the European
conflict, that he has made good his re-

j-cated assertions about this war beinp a

.;. "with which we have nothinp to do"
and "whose causrs cannot touch us."

Having accustomed themselves to that
ltlca Mr. Wi'.-on's followers find it diffl-
cult to grow enthusiastic over the proposi-
tion that the United SUtel shall not only
concern it?e!f with the causes and the out-

lajine of Enrope'l quarrel, but shall un-

ilcrUke, if invited to mediate, to presenbe
the principle.'" on which the new world
a-rdcr, following the war, shall ho hased.

Such an amazinp reversal of opinion must

!o vrry painful im those who sincerely
.ynpathixed -with Mr. Wilaon'a previous
rffortr ">e a frigid an'l cautious

,!ity and to avoid any assertion hy
thc l ":" concern with the

of the war or with the is-

being foupht. Even
partisana the intellectual

mand on ihe belliger-
tnts ti !¦' Tv.anifost. It

if an innocent bystander, in a quar¬
rel, after hi' it g himself to safety ar.d

loudly pr. .- hia moral diaapproval
Of the cr,' t. indif-
ference to their affairs. should emerge
from hia Uw last moment.

rffer h,* ' ii ar, arbitrator and
thenI »n his own

tenns, the mcaninp of the
a,f it acceptablc

lo the tw< exhausted 1 **1 tera.
Mr. u aa one of th<

a peneral peace tho
of the ripht of every people to

chor,. ty under which thev
pe could ' -uch ;i

le po
litica'

perha] lal de-
pendency, ple, would have

off, and if thr second prin-
.'

; inteeing the tcrritorial ln*
0 of r\rr\

and every ncwly COnsti-
pted, a

irould be piven to r

ihe backward portions of

President Wilaon himself has reeenl
\ iolat. "

j. o. \\ hdraw Americai
in rra-

rines from Hayti etting
ootrei I freeing all the peoplea
or racial r rirj*; to govern thom-

guaranteeing their terri-

lependenee*?
Adm a.papers do not dia

a'uss this proposition. Not <lo they diacuaa
!he pr to guarantee the freedom
f the fa.T* which, if it means anythinp,

kadea nr" to he abellshed
all warfare oa the aeaa is to he put

under the >>an. Sea powcr ia to dir-appenr
nnd thc natiors which are stronp at sea are

to be ehacklcd for tho benefit of the na¬

tions which are stronp on land.
lt is DSelesa le ask the powers which

have foupht the European war to make a

peace which would e.-tahlish such condl-
and thus leave them. one and all, im-

potent in the future. Mr. Wilson wiil never

alo that, whatever rhetorical e\travapan<-< s

he may indulpe in in Waahington and else-
where while the rresirlentia' aampaipn
lasta.
Maybe his Dewspapei supporters reali.-.e

that they woui.i be wastinp time in takinp
too aeriously his fantj.stu* peace speech.
x. et that speech deserves their attention.
It u.ll not escape the attention of the

country. Never before ln bnefer compa*-.-
haa Mr. Will >n exhibited tiie eeeentisl
faults of his politieal leaderahip- ita lack

of backpro*.:* i. Ita flightinetS, its depen-
denco"on happy Improvisatioaa for the

guidsnee which ahould come from a mas-

tery of the fundamentall of American

atateamanship. In this greal cnsis in the
world's historv* the leader who can serve

ua rmist i mind full of "eerving
mankind'' and peopling inicrnaUunally

I

guaranteed U.opias. He must serve

Americanism.must give all his heart and

alleginnce to Ameriea first.

Pnying for Politici.
Kach time thnt Congress plunges its

hand into th:- Federa! Treasury and with
drawa poiitical plums in the shape of a

rivers and harbors bill. it deciares. like a

drunkard endeavoring to taper otT:

"This time doesn't count." Kvn. while
the Senate was adopting the present $H,-;
000,000 monstrosity, it approved ni.

amendment ereating a river and harbor
commission, whieh mipht have been of

some value, but repented a moment later
and struck it out. The plan advoeated
iv President Taft, sanctioned by e\-

perts ar.d the best disinterested opinion of
the country, to take the improving of

waterways and harbors out of politics bv

havinp a commission of army engineers
apportion the money for the work, is
still a project merely. and the country has

yet to see the last rf the "pork bills."
President Wilson might veto this bill,

laden with its extravagances, the results
of frank poiitical Jobbery, and save the
country the $44,000,000, as well as keep
his party's pledge of economy in admin¬
istration. But this is a campaign year.
the President is a eandidate for renomina¬
tion and reelection, and the boys out in
the districts are crying for pap. The
likelihood of a veto is too scant to count

on. The conference committee may cut
out a few items. but the total thus txciaod
will not be of great reliof to the Treasury.
Congress, in its inexhaustible unwisdom.
has acted. lt rcmains for the people to

pay.

Man and Hii Hat.
It is in accord with much else for.hcom-

ing from these hard and ruthless days,
but we cannot withhold a tear at the bar-
ing of man's more than womanly tactics
in the purchase of a hat. The suffragists
doubtless pelected hat stores in whieh to1
sell their baseball tickets in utter inno-1
cence of mind. For all their bravery of
soul and attention to this little matter of
the sexes, they are still absurdly trustlng
in spots. That is because they are human

beingl, not to say sisters, daughtcrs, moth-
ers and wives. as well as patriots and pio
r.eers, we supposc. And the shock whieh
befell them when they came to witness hat-
purehasinp by (ther women'.-- brotl
sons, fathers and nusbands il not difficult
to understand.

It i= only the hypocrisy of the sexea that
makes the male hat store so abiurd a

taclo. Hats are just a- important for men
a>- for women. A ihy, poa' d of a hat

perched upon a male of murh girth
crime. Very lil men can't b<
mado beautiful. Rut at fteait thej
not be ridiculous. And minute.-.
day? spent ir. ^uitiiijr straw to thr con

ion nnd shape to architecture are any¬
thing but waited. There can be no p
fault tn find with the ever-oo-partlcular
man. I' i- limply tli

rhat heirloom of masculinism
prime, a BUppoied rup_.od. iwifl

conceivable.
Men as they are should be t'ne S.O|

for the future. Taki
hing a'-ray of pood poil Kvei

their . rm hat i itense
m whieh every wife and n

|i ii-r. i'. endure,
ride. A f

¦! animal, there i no rarthly reaso.;

why wilh a franker apprcciation
tt' d ,)of(.,-! ho should
a favoi ite bo isel pel

Descrtcrs.
Whi

. hl made good hi

extradited; thi -. at ;.

liahed. B il an? By hi
deliberate i ome a !"..

batant. ll from tl
or bodie of l.< llipe .<

iti ii ;

armed aml interned for thed in

v.nv. tlie expenoe of
borne by their government. ihe qu<
of the status and ightl or" the di
come up in Holland, whose authoritie.

whieh do.
with th" approval of Dutch public o;

and the Dutch prrss.
The latest preeedent for the trea'

of desrrters is that crtal.li.-hrd V v Sf
iland in the Franco-German War. Ther
Swioi, wh" dioarmed and int<
'baki's troopi. forci <i

by the German Army of the South, consid
lered desrrters, both French nnd (ierman.

-.¦ men or.ee they had rca<hcd the pro
Iteetion of tbe republ.c'i povernment, im-j
posing upon them only certain r

so lonp a« they cho^e to remain. They
were free to seek work; they WtTt '¦

go elsewhcrc.
In the course of the presen? war a

ber of (ierman deserters from the empire
Kwlf and from Helpium have BOUghl
refuge in Holland. The Dutch povern¬
ment, however. instead of leavinp them at

liberty. interned them with the eomt .,'

of th.'ir ou'i nationality who had
forced across the fron'icr rarlier in the
strupple. Noedleoi to say, the tralto
their country were not made welcome by
these warriors. In fact, they were 1]
atically perseeuted. Their eomplaints of
their not undeserved treatment were nret
with the facetious suppestion that they
mipht be houood "ith the C. I- I
"Churchill'l lnnoeent Yietims" as the
members of the Antwerp expedirion are

ealled who were forced to cross into 11 ol
land to gocape lurrandering to the Ger
mar.s. The I>uteh offlcari in eommand ot
the concentration camp in question had, of
eourse. just as mueh use, and no more, for
these (i-serters as had their countrymer.
themselves.
And M these fugil r>'n in num¬

ber, decided to desert from that U
le camp in order, so thev afterward

attentioi lo their
case. Thei had nowhcie to gu.had Ihey'

Irical to reach America the linplish WOUld
have got them at lulmouth, and probably
would have paid but little attention to their
argument that they wero not encmies, sinc*

they hnd voluntnrily Ftoppcd fightim,-. Bo
they wero recaptun-d nnd condomnoai to

twe months' military impnsonment. The
fact that their ©wn statement waa the only
pTOOf of their claim that they were de
aertera welphed heavily with tho court-

mnrtial.
Hut they attnlned the ** purpose. The

Dutch press ana! Dutch international law-
yers are aliscussinp the status of the do*
erler and his ripht to freedom as a non-

combatant And the opposltien papers in-
sinuate thnt the internmer.t of these men in
the first place is still another proof of the
secret pro-German leaninps of a govern¬
ment which has maintained the country's
neutrality in difficult circumstances, the
most difficul* of which will not bocoUM
known until after the restoration of peace.
Tho sixteen desarters all testify to the

same effect. They believed that under in¬
ternational la ¦ they would become non

comhitnnts. and therefore free to come nnd

po as they pleased, onee they had reaahei!
neutral territory. One of them deserves the
attention of our mapazine ealitors. He is
an Austrian, was servinp on the Italian
frontier and sueaeeded in crossinp Tyrol
and the whole German Empire from South
to North. He must have a story to tell.

The Actora' Labor Union.
Yiewed dispassionately, free from all

cant about "art" and "artists." it is the

most natural thing in the worlal for the

members of the Actors' Kquity Associa¬
tion to have voted by an overwhehnin-g
majority to affihate with the American
Federation of I.abor. The actors', or em¬

ployes', end of the profession haa re-

mained unorpani.-eri. while the producers',
or employers', end has been pretty thor-

ouphly orpai-ized.not completely, to be

sure, but completely enough to affeet mar¬

ket conditicn.s. This has been true not

only in New York City, with it.* "syndi-
cate" and "non-syndicate" houses, but on

"the road," where the two proups of man-

apcrs have bad their booldng liatl of allied

managera and honaaa.
Under such conditions it has been use-

lesi for actor.- to protest apainst certain
trade conditions whuh no plumber or

bricklayer or acena ahifter or atage
penter would have atood for a minute.

They have meekly rehearaed for three,
four, five, Bix weeka, without pay. pocket*
mp thi
unmarketable, has heen closed at the

Ut, They ha
and, out Weat, on Sundayi

without extra pay. They have taken bal*"
v

Actressea have purchased coatume
m i"

.,i in with ihe managi
with no certaintj thal auch
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from the part for which tho ,-,,. tumea arere
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ADMIRAL MAHAN'S OPINION

Hii Viewi Quoted on Naval and Foreign
Policiei and Colonel Rooierelt.

To the Editor af The Tribune.
Sir: Ol all the men of his day »nd ren

eration I think it miy be siMv iaid tl ¦>' no

one spoke with more prophet.. tioiea nor

with greater authority of the future rela¬

tions of the Inrted Statei with the reat of

the world than the late AHminl Alfred I

Mahin.
It was my good fortune to be in rorre

spondenre with him from time to t,me 111

regard to »ome of the current poiitical prob
lrms ind other question* of the day, md .

latter I received from him. bearing date o

.lune 13. Itfl-'. hai in it statements and opin
ion. m> pertinent to certain if.sues now pend
int; before the Americin people that one or

two extracts cinnot ful to be reid with in

terest. The letter for mstanre contuns thc

following:
"The question of the sire of the navy .»

not a naval queition, but a d-plomatic one,

and ahould be so recognir.ed hy bring put
under the Committee on Foreign RelatiOBi;
deUill only pertaining r0 th- Naval tom

mitte.-."
Still more important is afferting the im-

nadiata future ls his opinion of I'olonel
Rooaevelt, given, just ns rhe thre«-cornered
flghl for the Presidency between Taft. Jtocf
rtlt and Wilson was beginning, in the foliow-,
m* words:
"Ther- ll really onlr one of the present

eandida'cs who hai any large (jrasp af for-

aigB policv. and that is Koosevelt. I have

Bet been able to accept his recent propoil
tieni concerning recall. etc but believiog, nn

,!... rhat our foreign policies are 'he mos'

important, I am eominj. around to him. ln

.his eonelusion the naval action of the DeOie
i-ratic caUCOl has a larpe share."

if th- above axtract ixpraaaad the opinion
of Admiral Mohon ia Itl2, how doubly bc

centuated would that opin.on now be after
our humiliating international expenenccs of
the past three years.

Thouirh I voted for Mr. Taft both m 1908
and 1912, and have for him the greatest re

gtti, aird though I supported Mr. Hufhes
whila Govornor and have for him also the.

hifjh-st regard, a» well as confidence in hii
ability to till the offrte of Prooideut of the
i nited states witb Imneoo. iatelliganee an

dignity, yet neverthelev I am of th' opiaioi
ixpreiied by Admiral Mahan that ("oionel
Reooevelt ll especially fitted by knowledge
and experienee to cope with the elooe tt
questions concerning our foreign re'ation I

tha, will ur.doubtedly confront us with ap
pallinc inaiateney for the next fe. years

SAMUEL L PARRISH.
.-l r:. r' ° ^ L 9\*y 28, 1916.

Tbe President and Peace.
lo 'h- Editor of The liihune.
Sir: ihe indden exploitotion of '.'

md 'n tha Iat- ntteranee: of h:
Charlotl lised upon I

only:
ia he an ultra-paeifUt, but, for thi
of bidd'.rif, hich for the '." BOIt -1

e to
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Mr. Wilson favoi - n;* of European
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Europi
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the famoui telei

r*, our consul at Tar.pi-r,
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net " | On
.lune tne re.c_.rim wai sent, and ftvo days'
Ut-r Perdicaril uired his thankl from the
-Bl v. The ha."-
rhkt Eoe = .Me'> wo ;ld be as good :- hil word

ROBERT I IVINGST01
forfc, May 27, 1916.
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THE FIRST MEMORIAL DAY
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Patriotism Amons* Afro-Americam.
To the Editor cf Iba !r.i>une.
, .,-,,, h tba rial

ill rery veil
* for ... lafltb tfl 'h» tbtl

'n by
pl.r| ion* and

duMfhicri of Lthioaiaa blood Uviaf uader

Old Glory? Well, 1 . P»rl
bfclieve tbira would
ra'riotism amonif theil people t the -

arere mon rcspect-d rhan rney ure thi
er; the irountry. Thauking ou for yeur
space. THEO «'¦ H I AF.Q' HAR
Ncw York. May 1". 19H

An III Inforir.ed Pcrtagues;.
ro the Editi I rhi bune.

v. _:-'."« fhteeo
months in ihe British arm; *. | lil
io tn. trenchoi i -1 eompelled agair-
hcrer "j.lcpi.nt to reply to that lone and

formed letti rritti ¦..¦* eon-

ligni himn r

Tortugu-s- "

I Tvr,;;!d poinr OUt that K
the eoloniiti ,h,n'« io wer! of England ,v,a»

the* .-ome forward to help bei
- . further poinl ont that Y ¦. :

rai ied iboul *,000,0W troop

ouily faced, and now to ba mtro-

tmber
o' fnr-i_-n is ¦. ho '"ad '' tl t rJ'

o" .pr or |h
[ to Btand by t_ 'thi adop¬

tion.
- acred as a rei re lg T' *' <*an

c-rtrfy rha' the number of real EngHlhflBOa
reiponiil failed te
... the call '- eg |

.nerlci
wy lo Germai - de daatard

'o eoerceI rmany
i has

nol Bnd never will.
llly, 1-' me pe OOl 'hs* n-Viereas Kn_»
..-. . I'.mt-d ro the lend

ng of a small expeditionary force te proteel
to conti . ...¦.- have

''¦no men *;"d haTi rn 1 i Kani-
iieri in '"O.t i ind mui

for all the coun.rie* en |
Porl ig teie be io good ai

niah evidanee to lupport h« reeklen md
itup d itatemen! ten* the majority nf thr

huibandi ir' either in priaon or In the rum

lh0pi? DI8ABLED.
New York. May 21, 191-

Aid for Soldiers a* Fort BU l

To the Editor of The Tribune.
St: P.-cently there has app-.ir'-i s letter

in the paper. ealling for contributions for

t'ne soldiers of our own _r |l I rt
It may interest your readori to know that,
ne"!!!: foi the Nl *

I i-lc^raphed the u fa of on- of the I I
..... td a telegrai

ioi the lady who «.pned the lottei Miaa
\ ... .,_-.¦- of the lapli
the 20th Infai .. ind i n every ¦«¦

».. ther- has he-r lome taik o»" late
eeeoaity of rerify ng all ib

tho Nationa * took i roution.
I Y-A^e forward-.; * '¦. lubocribed

amben of tha bap-
penr-d -o be .- ." day tha

¦ppeared, and the .oeiety will he giad
.. fn.-. ributioni rhat may be
scr.t to iti ofllee, _.. I ''. -ven ie.

I andentand through »«'e 1 *

?.' preeent te .

, tho wounded Bol-
dicr | eomforto fer 1
rhe bi hl

know if .
_e hear re ihould care

I
Hembi

New York. '

Dangers of Tobacco.
Te tho I

\- 3 faithful reader I

pro-a of your lupproii »er adver-
that greater hirra

II by tobav
l'i n hoo* upon thi lobject, "Tobacco

Ilabi:." wh -
- ren readiag the

>r, M Mad.- givai n_nr-» aad par-
rove ineontrever*

t.bly that tobac.o il doing onteld harm
Within my own srope of observarion li

hu canoed iaoanity. rervous preatratiea
heart failara aad rritabli -

As your correspor.dent, Mr. K R Tho-.p
ion. laggOOtl, r _ee- I i _r<. a

!e__d'ng newspap-r. sho.;! i , . .

aet aad r guided i irding
R II BUTHBRLAKD.

Ly.:*. Ma*.. May 12, Ifll

NO CAUSE FOR WORRY

.Metropolitan Opera Still Beit io World,
Sayi Friend of Gatti-Catazza.

ia rribaai
I* ia with the jreatest itftrtfl * 1

Krthbitl'l !on-f cxperience ar.d

judgmtal l musical cntic anrl o-

thal tak« tho liberty of attempt.ne
mO' -" littlng 11*17

iai teader might hare received from h
' baaa of last Surday rc£»rd

pro-jrainmo so far as it has bfltfl W
tt 'he eoasiag Metropolitar. tae*

..easor nnoaeceta.
\ General Manager Gfltti-i.«saz-.a aailad

for Euroot on Saturday ho aeaael apei
elf. II may no* bo srr.proper ia I
¦.inco* for a friend to speak fo- n ¦

What I ha-.e to aay may bost be rir.
fort*-. of qm itloM, lcaving them to tho operi

'goir./f roaior to answer for himself.
CoBaeeding that thfl I ifl e- on af thfl "<" *

'inrra Cfl * BUet have Itfl I »l
¦.¦ rt and how eould a hr'"

-.. .¦ aeratie artieta he eelleeted
trouhloir prosent days?
wha- greal eperatte artieta 'hat aro atatt*

ahlo air miaeing?
Ha- any eritic ef tba ¦aaageaseal

as to tht availahili'y af a-v ore ar ttbtl
¦.* ho rons'dors ef MttrOf
arheaa name ,. not on tho oparri

itfl
v- hai reliminary promi«es for last seaien

ibe flxeeetiea ef "Peeheara de Perh
ktpt. And was thore not a v» I

ll reflflOII **or this?
\\'r-r, and what aro th» tset-atifl

tthtr than those promised for the
comin-r icaaofl tha' |tflfltify the.r prod

Met ropolitan ?
Gati Caeai ia bo blaaaed Isi t .

ntj "Pagliae«iH with (_«ru»o bo ofton if tha

pubiic infliltfl upon hoaring h'm la tho opr-a.
lg tho hou*e o\ery t'mo bt . ngs lt

Mr Gatti'l friends kaOW how ho ra'es thi
oprra as a *nrK of muM.-a! ar-.

lf "Loulflt" and "Kaust'* aro rn' pi
for no\» *.<-_.on. may not Mr (,a*ti have |<*od
and tuflleienl roasons for w-'bholdmc

reasons which any one entitled to kro*
.could kr.on V,y aik'np; him?

r-i'ion bo found any.here ifl "

imperfea*' world even n. the Nttrtf I

npora mara-fomont? And havo tbt affaira of
.i big institutlon suoh as it ovor been coi

" -1 nriaier opon doors or with more
lUfl rejard on 'he part of a genera.

manager for his pubiic, his artists and bil
'board of directors the generous ipirttfld
go; 'ior-non who are t'ne institution'a financial

r a '.'
Mttropol tar opora patrons r.oedr'* ¦

Thoy will contmuo to jje» "tre be.t opo'-a
.id" and thoy should be proud o'

Now "i ark Maj W.l. 0

Wiitaria-Clad Bowert.
| \.n r.r of The Tribune

Moto.-ing about New lToH *

i abloom on every «:de, rt

fragraaet. Very littta earo s necdo.-i
r-"rr..vn beautiful.

I of the mos- bflfl
To those

enjoy ..«* of metorieg thfl pert
iral tfl n-h in the seethmg h'

tho ..

11 a nt tbe Hotel Ma .

can flatral Tark.
mo to .or tho condition of thfl .» ¦¦'ar'a-cV

U near tho Bevoaty-ttcoa 1 BtTOtt t*-

tranct.
«* fllflfl w staria ¦. ifl fell bloofi

¦» p<rgolas it is scru!'
r-ar.Ko.1 Itekiag I* soi-mi_ .. tbi

.: Cpiert. ittly attesa
. a littlfl thir.g. pr-rhapa. but I

the !r,\rr of floavors it means much.
.1 i-' a littlfl care for a weoi or aO 0*00.4

-ti tho per.ilas iatO fltHtablt ho»ers
A LOVBI OF PLOWBlSa,

rl May 27, 1916.

The Sequeace
" Editor ot The Trbune.

Kalaba, Galfigkfl. Nebraska. Lui
.ania, Armenian, Arabic. Aneona, Tera a, 9m*
-oa, \r>n BernstorfT And aa world ad"*i**r
Mr Wilfloa! KRANa 18 DAM*: BAILEV.
NOV Vork, May U. 19U.


